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Working with Communities for
Sustainable Human Development
A Brief Summarizing the Beneﬁts of an Integrated Landscape Approach
to the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goals
Το: Local and Regional Authorities, Ministries, Policy Makers,
International Landscape Networks,
NGOs and INGOs, Academics and Practitioners

Key messages:
The Sustainable Development Goals are indivisible and should be implemented in an integrated
manner;
Integra�on requires moving from siloed approaches to mul�-level, mul�-scaled and mul�-sector
ac�ons which address mul�ple needs and interests;
Delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals requires taking into serious considera�on the needs
and developmental aspira�ons of communi�es in both the developing and the developed world;
Working with communi�es requires a more people-centred, culturally speciﬁc and opportunity/capability-oriented approach;
Sustainable human development is the appropriate framework for achieving the above and this
framework can most eﬀec�vely be applied through the integrated landscape approach.

In adop�ng the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda of the United Na�ons, Member States have undertaken to meet the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 associated targets. Integrated and
synerge�c strategies and approaches are needed to achieve these very challenging and simultaneously
indivisible targets.

“

We envisage a world of universal respect for human rights and
human dignity, the rule of law, justice, equality and non-discrimination; of respect for race, ethnicity and cultural diversity; and of
equal opportunity permitting the full realization of human potential and contributing to shared prosperity.

”

Article 8 of the Declaration of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, United Nations

To realise this ambi�ous and transforma�onal vision we need to develop a range of mechanisms that will
secure the well-being of all on a sustainable basis. The communi�es of the Member States diﬀer in cultural,
economic and social terms, and in terms of the restric�ons and opportuni�es oﬀered by the places in
which they live. From this diverse global reality emerges a need for non-uniform, case-speciﬁc approaches
and perspec�ves that are appropriate to par�cular territorial contexts and, above all, people-centred. The
Integrated Landscape Approach aims to improve lives and living environments in an eﬀec�ve and locally-sensi�ve way.

The Integrated Landscape Approach to Sustainable Human Development
Delivers be�er-informed and more eﬀec�ve decisions and ac�ons by:
Providing a working framework that can help planners and decision makers to understand the
developmental needs and objec�ves of a given place (urban, peri-urban, and rural) and build on
the compara�ve advantages which its community seeks to promote;
Iden�fying and assessing the cultural par�culari�es of a locality alongside its environmental and
the economic characteris�cs;
Genera�ng realis�c and long-term solu�ons that can achieve a range of SDGs and which are
appropriate to a diversity of contexts in the developing and the developed world.
Builds and strengthens the capacity to deliver transforma�onal change by:
Fostering inter-sectoral coali�ons at all levels (local, na�onal and interna�onal);
Empowering communi�es to improve their lives and living environments by building their capabili�es through inclusive, ground-up ac�vity;
Promo�ng intergenera�onal development which tackles complex interconnected problems such
as inequality, injus�ce, poverty and environmental degrada�on.
Initiatives that build on a range landscape approaches: examples
The Vjosa/Aoos River Ecomuseum:
h�p://www.ecomuseum.eu

Landscapes for People, Food and Nature:
h�p://peoplefoodandnature.org

CIFOR’s range of projects:

h�p://www.cifor.org/sustainable-landscapes/

Recommendations for the International Community
Recognise landscape as an appropriate local pla�orm for integrated Sustainable Human Development
(SHD);
Improve awareness and use of the integrated landscape approach to SHD within interna�onal organisa�ons such as the United Na�ons and the Council of Europe;
S�mulate NGO and civil society partnerships for landscape and SHD;
Encourage the adapta�on of funding schemes and investment strategies to support the design and
delivery of integrated landscape approaches to SHD;
Advance research into integrated landscape approaches to achieving SHD.

Key policy documents
Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development:
h�p://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E

European Landscape Conven�on:

h�p://www.coe.int/en/web/landscape/about-the-conven�on

Human Development Report 2015:
h�p://hdr.undp.org/en/2015-report

Recommendations for National Strategies
Encourage the integra�on of landscapes approaches to SHD in na�onal development strategies and
related ﬁnancial mechanisms;
Promote transna�onal and regional coopera�on which produces appropriate ac�on plans aiming at
place-based and people-centred approaches to sustainable development;
Improve inter-sectoral and inter-ministerial synergies for the development of landscape policies which
can help achieve the SDGs;
Develop an SHD framework and related landscape strategy at na�onal level in order to foster
improved planning policies and governance procedures;
Develop a task force to review na�onal/sub-na�onal development plans to evaluate their alignment
with landscape strategies aiming to deliver SHD.

Recommendations for Local Level Actions
Take into account the needs of the community/ies of a given place;
Work collabora�vely with communi�es for their beneﬁt and for the beneﬁt of the local and regional
environment;
Co-develop, with the community, landscape objec�ves, strategies and ac�on plans that are inclusive
and have the poten�al to generate secure well-being and sustainability in both the short- and the
long-term;
Form capacity-building groups and support capacity-building ini�a�ves to strengthen communi�es’
ability to act locally for sustainable human development;
Undertake a scoping exercise, assessing current ini�a�ves and their poten�al to contribute to SHD;
Support exchange of know-how within the community and between communi�es, public organisa�ons, NGOs and others at various levels;

The way forward
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development requires us to seek a new paradigm for development: one
that recognises the need to secure the well-being of communi�es at the local, na�onal and interna�onal
levels by taking an integrated approach to natural systems and people’s socio-cultural rela�onships with
them. A range of exemplary place-based projects provide inspira�on for how such integra�on might be
achieved in prac�ce (see Box 1). All such prac�ces involve working with communi�es in a commi�ed,
long-term manner, with the aim of enhancing their capacity to improve their own lives in just and sustainable ways. To realise the wider beneﬁts of such prac�ces, greater recogni�on is needed of the importance
of SHD and of the poten�al of Integrated Landscape Approaches to its delivery. The recommenda�ons
outlined in this policy brief apply both to the developing world and to the so-called developed world,
where inequality, depriva�on and environmental degrada�on are pressing concerns.

The further development and delivery of the initiative will be taken forward by the York
Archaeological Trust, an independent charity.
For further information, please contact Aphrodite Sorotou at asorotou@yorkat.co.uk.

For more information
visit us at www.landscapecharacter.eu
follow us at twitter.com/VoicesOfPlaces

This Policy Brief results from a research project on Integrated Landscape Character Appraisal, funded
by the European Commission through a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Action and hosted by the University of
Glasgow

